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Greetings everyone;

With just six weeks to go we are now getting to the pointy bit and have a few very important updates for your
attention.

Firstly, The orders for Shirts and Ceramic Mugs close on Friday the 10" of July. If you would like to order one of
these items please visit the “purchase tickets” page and choose your merchandise. There MAY be an
opportunity for us to do a short run of shirts as we get closer, but it is not guaranteed. We will also order a
couple of spare mugs but once they are gone, they are gone.

Secondly, If you would like to attend the Gala Dinner on Saturday 22" of August and have not yet bought your
tickets, please go to the “buy tickets” page and buy your dinner tickets so we know how many are attending.
There has been some confusion here as some previous conventions included the dinner in the registration fee
while others did not.

Donations from Retailers and Manufacturers are steadily flowing in ready for the door and raffle prizes at the
Saturday dinner and we are hoping to have some excellent offerings for you to choose from at the Gala Dinner.

Registrations. If you have bought your tickets and have not filled out the Registration Form, please check your
emails for an email from Trybooking which contains the link and password to the registration page.

This link is not publicly available as itis only available for people who have purchased their tickets. Anyone
who has recently bought their tickets should have received a welcome email with the link and password.




All attendees MUST fill out their Registration Form as it requests all the critical personal information that we
need, as well as any food preferences you might have. This information will also be used for planning clinic
streams based on the number of people interested in a particular topic.

Traders. We now have a good number of traders attending, including (but not limited to) Buckambool Model
Trains, Fortress Model Trains, Badger Bits, Burfitt Tools. If you would like to be a commercial trader at the
convention you must head to the website and purchase your Commercial Trading Space. You will receive a
receipt from Trybooking for your tax records.

If any traders would like to be Bronze sponsors — donating at least $500 in cash or goods, we will happily
provide you with a discount code so you can have your intial “commercial trading space” for free.

Any traders who will not be attending but would like to donate goods please contact our secretary John
Campbell at secretary@nscaleconventons.org.au

We will ensure that you are duly recognised for your contributions.

Layouts. We have a good selection of layouts attending in several scales, as well as a display of pocket
modules and layout automation. There will be plenty of time throughout the event to mingle and admire these
layouts.

Friday Railcar Excursion, If you would like to go on the SteamRanger RedHen charter on Friday afternoon we
can stillacommodate a few more people to make this event viable as we are running it cost neutral. It will go
ahead regardless of numbers thanks to some sponsorship. The first bus is currently full but if we have enough
interest to put on a second one we will do so.

Finally, due to limited interest we have been forced to make the unfortunate decision to cancel the Sunday
Partners Program as it is simply not viable to run the program with the number of bookings received. Those
who have paid for the Sunday program will receive a refund shortly.

Purchase your tickets HERE Purchase Tickets — National N Scale Convention 2026 — South Australia

Costings

For those who have not yet visited the website the Convention costs are as follows

General Attendee — $295 for each person attending the main conference

Convention Dinner - $85 per person — 3 course meal

plus door prizes and raffles and competition winners announced

Convention Polo Shirt - $45

Ceramic Mug - $15

Friday RedHen Charter Excursion - $40 — Bus transport is also available $10 (please email us to go on the
waitlist for a second bus)

Partner Program
Saturday - Victor Harbor and Coorong Cruise - including lunch $195

Please note: A full registration form has been sent to all ticket holders. This form has selection options for
clinics, shirt sizes, etc... and will request all relevant personal information such as dietary requirements and
emergency contacts.

Images of merchandise are available on the website to peruse.
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Convention Program

We have set a draft program for the convention which can also be found on the website. Please check there
regularly for any changes.

Friday
Time Event
08:00 Doors open for trader and exhibitor setup (Hopgood Theatre)
11:00 Registrations open for convention attendees
12:15 Bus departs Hopgood Theatre for SteamRanger Redhen railcar trip
14:00 SteamRanger Redhen railcar trip departs from Mt Barker
16:00 SteamRanger Redhen railcar trip arrives back at Mt Barker
16:00 Registrations close
17:30 Bus returns to Hopgood Theatre
18:00 Welcome event doors open (Hopgood Theatre)
18:30 Welcome event starts
21:30 Welcome event finishes
22:00 Doors close (Hopgood Theatre)
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Saturday 22 August 2026

Time Event

09:00 Doors open (Hopgood Theatre)

09:30 Convention Sessions start
Details of clinics and workshops will be provided when these have
been finalised

17:30 Doors close (Hopgood Theatre)

18:00 Gala Dinner and Awards evening doors open (St Francis Winery)

18:30 Gala Dinner and Awards evening starts

21:30 Gala Dinner and Awards evening finishes

22:00 Doors close (St Francis Winery)

Sunday 23 August 2026

Time Event

09:00 Doors open (Hopgood Theatre)

09:15 Chapel service

09:45 Sessions start
Details of clinics and workshops will be provided when these have
been finalised

16:00 Last sessions finish

17:00 All Traders, exhibitors and attendees to be clear of the Hopgood
Theatre

17:00 Doors close (Hopgood Theatre)




Guest Speaker

We have been successful in receiving a grant from the
Department of Premier and Cabinet to assist us with covering

B E T w E E N the flight costs for Mr. Simon Kohler to appear in person. We

don’t have the numbers to make that a reality at the

THE LINES -~

MY I-I FE AT HORNBY:- | Simon Kohler, otherwise known as “Mr. Hornby” has over 45

years of experience in the model railway manufacturing
industry and was responsible for bringing Hornby back from
the brink of collapse during the Covid 19 Pandemic including
the successful introduction of a completely new scale to the
UK Market.

This will be a unique opportunity to ask questions about how
the model manufacturing industry and process works, as well

: " g as the challenges facing the model railway industry
. = today. Simon will be appearing via Video Link at this stage. If
w we can cover his travel costs, he will be appearing in person for
A ON KOHLER the entire convention. You will be able to purchase signed
? u copies of his books.

~\
It will be a great way for some of our smaller local manufacturers to network with an experienced international

model maker and gain valuable advice in how they can improve their processes and expand their
manufacturing.

Sponsorship
Supported by a Donation from The Government of South Australia.

We thank them from their generous sponsorship.

We continue to seek more sponsors for the event
Silver - $1000 in cash or goods
Bronze - $500 in cash or goods

We would like to thank our current sponsors for their support.

These businesses are providing goods or vouchers as door and raffle prizes for the event. If you would
like to feature your business, please contact us.

- Buckambool Model Trains, www.bmodeltrains.com

- Bluford Shops, www.bluford-shops.com

- Lowell Smith Signature Series USA, www.lowellsmith.net
- ModelU3d, www.modelu3d.co.uk

- Showcase Miniatures US, www.showcaseminiatures.com
- Ozrail Model Trains - www.ozrailmodeltrains.com.au

- HT Direct - www.htdirect.com.au

- Scalescenes.com - www.scalescenes.com

- Noch Scenics - www.noch.com
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CLINICS

The website now has more details available about some of the clinics we plan to offer. If you have any
suggestions for clinics you would like to see please let us know.

At this stage we have not developed the exact schedule for these topics, but as soon as we do information will
be published on the website.

For now, you can look forward to the following topics:
e Special Session with Simon Kohler - Manufacturing and the challenges facing the industry in 2026
e Photography Post Processing - Enhancing your layout photos
e Scratch Building Structures
e DCC-EX-More than just a command station
e Painting a Backdrop
e Development and Evolution of an SAR Prototype Layout for Timetable Operations
e Programming DCC Locos
e 3D Printing Aspects
e Technology used for Youtube & Livestream - improve your game.
e Layout Scenery
e Styrene Buildings
e Building a Compact Layout
The list of topics may change as we get closer to the event,

The website will be updated if changes are made.

MODELLING COMPETITIONS

There will be competitions held during the 2026 National N Scale Convention.
The competitions will be divided into Formally Judged categories, as well as attendee judged categories.
Model competition registration forms are now available via the registration form on the convention website

Our judges for this competition will be Master Modeller Gavin Thrum and Adelaide Model Railway Exhibition
Convenor Matt Lavista.

FormalJudging

Modelling Competition with formal judging:
Locomotive (anything on rail self-powered)
Rolling Stock (anything on rail NOT self-powered)
Line-side (including town buildings, etc)
Dioramas

Attendee Judging




People attending the convention will be able to vote for their favourite item in 3 categories:

People’s Choice Award
Best T-TRAK Module (Static modules, not part of a layout)

Best ‘Pocket Sized’ Module (in/on pocket-sized module layout)

For any further questions or queries you can email us directly at
committee@nscaleconventions.au

We look forward to seeing you at the 19th National N Scale Convention

Rodney Bates
Convention Chair, 19" National N Scale Convention, SA 2026
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